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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 2456 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, EX, CS 

SUBJECT: PRE-IG REVIEW OF COSTA RICAN CASP 
REF: STATE 106616 

1 . MISSION'S COMMENTS ON REFTEL FOLLOW: 

2. ISSUE 1: IN COUNTRY TEAM’S VIEW, THE PRIMARY ISSUE THIS 
YEAR IS NOT "IF" BUT "HOW" AND "WHEN" A NEW EFFORT SHOULD 
BE MADE TO EXTRADITE VESCO. OUR PRESENTATION WAS DIRECTED 
TO THESE QUESTIONS. IT FEATURED SUCH CONSIDERATIONS AS THE 
TIME CONSTRAINTS UPON US, THE URGENT NEED NOW TO CONSIDER 
ACCEPTING A GREATER DEGREE OF RISK IN MAKING A NEW EFFORT THAN 
WAS ENVISAGED IN LAST YEAR'S CASP, THE NEED TO ENGAGE LEGAL 
COUNSEL PROMPTLY, THE DESIRABILITY OF PRESSING AHEAD 
SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH NEGOTIATIONS FOR A NEW EXTRADITION 
TREATY, AND THE LOCALLY SENSITIVE RECOMMENDATION THAT BOTH 
FOR STRATEGIC AND TACTICAL REASONS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT MUST 
BE PREPARED TO ANNOUNCE PUBLICLY WHY WE ARE NOT PROCEEDING 
AGAINST VESCO IF IN FACT A FINAL JUDGMENT IS MADE THAT WE 
HAVE NO CHANCE OF SUCCESS IN THE FACE OF THE VESCO LAW. 

IN THIS PRESENTATION WE HAD VERY MUCH IN MIND COUNTRY 
DIRECTOR'S CASP GUIDANCE ON VESCO MATTER (PARA 2B, 
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SHEET TO SEE HOW THE PRE IG DEALT WITH THESE QUESTIONS 
IN THE REVISED INTEREST PAPER, FOLLOWING ELIMINATION OF THE 
RELATED ISSUE. 

3. ISSUE 2: THE COUNTRY TEAM WAS AWARE OF THE PROJECTED 
$50,000 CU LEVEL FOR FY 77 AND (# BEFORE IT PREPARED THE 
CASP, AND IT WAS PRECISELY THE INADEQUACY OF THIS LEVEL TO 
UNDERTAKE THE PROJECTED NEW GRADUATE FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM 
WHICH PROMPTED US TO FRAME THIS ISSUE. EXISTING RESOURCES HAVE 
BREN FULLY PROGRAMMED FOR ONGOING-TYPE ACTIVITIES AS EXPLAINED 
IN THE CU SECTION OF THE USIS COUNTRY PLAN RECENTLY SUBMITTED 
TO WASHINGTON (SAN JOSE A-37, MAY 7, 1976). 

4. ISSUE 3: WE WILL BE HAPPY TO SUBMIT A NEW DAP TO 

ADVANCE OUR PROPOSALS FOR A FUTURE AID STRATEGY IN COSTA RICA. 
HOWEVER, ASSISTANCE FROM AID/W WILL BE REQUIRED AS 45 PERCENT 
OF USAID PROFESSIONAL STAFF POSITIONS ARE CURRENTLY VACANT. 

5. THE $345,000 GRANT FIGURE UNDER OBJECTIVE 4 OF ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT WAS INTENDED FOR USE AS FOLLOWS: 

NEW AGRICULTURAL GRANT PROJECT CURRENTLY BEING FORMULATED, 
$170,000; SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT FUND, $50,000; AND TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT, $125,000. WE HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY LEARNED THAT TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT WILL NOW BE FUNDED IN WASHINGTON. FIGURES COULD 
THEREFORE BE REVISED ACCORDINGLY. 

TODMAN 
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